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Those who profess to favor freedom, yet depre-

cate agitation, are men who    want crops  without  

plowing up the ground . They want rain without 

thunder and lightening, They want the ocean with-

out the  awful roar of its many waters. This strug-

gle may be a moral one; or it may be a physical 

one; or it may be both moral and physical; but it 

must be a struggle.  “Power concedes nothing 

without a demand. It never did and it never will” 

             -Frederick Douglas- 

The publication of this newsletter is to help edu-

cated those that have an interest in  understanding 

the history and struggles of African decent people  

and the racial tactics used to oppress said  individ-

uals who are first class American Citizens 
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From the late 15th century, Europeans joined the 
slave trade One could say the Portuguese led in 
partnership with other Europeans That includes 
the triangular trade, with the Portuguese initially 
acquiring slaves through trade and later by force 
as part of the Atlantic Slave Trade. They trans-
ported enslaved West, Central and Southern  Afri-
cans overseas. Subsequently, European coloniza-
tion of Africa developed rapidly from around 10% 
(1870) to over 90% (1914). 
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The Congress passed legislation Wednesday June 
16th after the Senate unanimously passed the leg-
islation Tuesday June 15th  that would establish 
June 19th as Juneteenth National Independence 
Day, a US federal holiday commemorating the 
end of slavery in the United States. 

http://www.cnn.com/2021/06/15/politics/juneteenth-federal-holiday-senate-vote/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2021/06/15/politics/juneteenth-federal-holiday-senate-vote/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/26/us/juneteenth-national-holiday-opal-lee/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/26/us/juneteenth-national-holiday-opal-lee/index.html


JUNE TENTH 

 

Juneteenth (short for “June Nineteenth”) marks 

the day when federal troops arrived in Galves-

ton, Texas in 1865 to take control of the state 

and ensure that all enslaved people be freed. The 

troops' arrival came a full two and a half years 

after the signing of the Emancipation Proclama-

tion. On June 19, 1865, a Union General rode 

into Galveston, Texas to announce that the Civil 

War had ended, and slaves had been freed.  

The Emancipation Proclamation issued 

by President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 

1863, had established that all enslaved people 

in Confederate states in rebellion against the Un-

ion “shall be then, thenceforward, and forever 

free.”  But in reality, the Emancipation Procla-

mation didn’t instantly free any enslaved people. 

The proclamation only applied to places 

under Confederate control and not to 

slave-holding border states or rebel areas 

already under Union control.  

The year following 1865, freedmen in 

Texas organized the first of what became 

the annual celebration of "Jubilee Day" on June 

19. In the ensuing decades, Juneteenth com-

memorations featured music, barbecues, prayer 

services and other activities, and as Black people 

migrated from Texas to other parts of the coun-

try the Juneteenth tradition spread.  

In the United States, a freedmen's town was an African

-American municipality or community built 

by freedmen, former slaves who were emancipated. 

The United States Colored Troops (USCT) was 
the designation given to the approximately 175 
regiments of non-white soldiers 
that served during the Civil War. The troops 
were primarily African American, but Native 
Americans, Asian Americans, and Pacific Is-
landers were all included within the ranks, as 
well. These regiments were part of the precur-
sors the now famous Buffalo Soldiers who 
served throughout the West following the con-
clusion of the war. Buffalo Soldiers participated 
in central episodes of the American experi-
ence.  They made essential contributions to west-
ern settlement, making maps, blazing trails, and 
improving roads; guarding settlements, roads, 
and stagecoach stations; and providing the reas-
suring military presence that helped encourage 
development.    

Before January 1, 1863, when the Emancipation 
Proclamation went into effect, President Abra-
ham Lincoln was cautious about the recruitment 
of African Americans into the Union Army, due 
to politics and prejudice throughout the North, 
especially among Democrats loyal to the Union 

who resided in Bor-
der States that al-
lowed slavery. Fur-
thermore, thousands 
of black women, 
who were not al-
lowed to formally 
enlist, worked for 
the military as 
cooks, spies, nurses, 
and scouts; the most 
famous of these 
women was Harriett 
Tubman  

 



 

“...We think they [people of African ancestry] are...not includ-

ed, and were not intended to be included, under the work 

“citizens” in the constitution , and can therefore claim none of 

the rights and privileges which that instrument provides for 

and secures to citizens of the United States …” 

                    —Chief Justice   

                       Roger B. Taney 

 

“On Juneteenth, we celebrate the liberation of our people 

from slavery. The new oppression comes not from slave own-

ers but  racist algorithms . We must continue to fight for free-

dom.”  —Police Commissioner  Willie Burton  



Tulsa Oklahoma       

“Black Wall Street” 

Founded in 1906, Greenwood was 

developed on Indian Territory, the 

vast area where Native American 

tribes had been forced to relocate, 

which encompasses much of modern

-day Eastern Oklahoma. Some Afri-

can Americans who had been former 

slaves of the tribes, and subsequent-

ly integrated into tribal communi-

ties, acquired allotted land in Green-

wood through the Dawes Act, a U.S. 

law that gave land to individual Na-

tive Americans. And many Black 

sharecroppers fleeing racial oppression 

relocated to the region as well, in 

search of a better life post-Civil War. 

 

The city’s Black district of Greenwood was attacked 

by a white mob, resulting in two days of bloodshed 

and destruction, the area had been considered one of 

the most affluent African American communities in 

the United States for the early part of the 20th centu-

ry. The largest number of Black townships after 

the Civil War were located in Oklahoma. Between 

1865 and 1920, African Americans founded dozens 

of Black townships and settlements in the region.  

https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/indian-reservations
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history

